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feres less with individuals than do continental governments, it is not 
because the English state is thought to lack the power. If Blackstone 
did not regard the English state as endowed with unlimited authority, 
it would be difficult to say what omnipotence in the domain of poli- 
tics is. 

Again : serious and real as Dr. Hatschek is in dealing with most mat- 
ters of fact, one cannot help feeling that he has not gone to the bottom 
of English politics. He attributes the fundamental difference between 
English and continental politics to the fact that the continentals adhere 
more strictly to programs while the English regard politics as a sport — 
engaged in for the joy of doing rather than the attainment of a goal. 
English politics therefore takes on the form of sport, with two sides and 
two leaders. This comparison may be justified in recent times, but it 
is not true historically, as the sharp and serious opposition of the land- 
lords and middle class during the early part of the nineteenth century 
shows, and it will probably not be true of the future if there is any 
reality to the present labor movement. 

In closing his last volume, Dr. Hatschek quotes the celebrated sen- 
tence from Burke : ' ' We procure reverence to our civil institutions on 
the principle upon which nature teaches us to revere individual men, 
on account of their age and on account of those from whom they are 
descended." Surely this is not the voice of science nor of reason ; and 
Dr. Hatschek himself does not follow Burke's advice, for he sets him- 
self, not to the task of praising or criticising institutions, but to the 
task of describing and explaining the workings of institutions, which is 
the true ideal of the scholar. 

Charles A. Beard. 

Columbia University. 

The Principles of German Civil Law. By Ernest J. SCHUSTER. 
Oxford , at the Clarendon Press ; London and New York, Henry 
Frowde; 1907. — xlvi, 684 pp. 

Dr. Schuster is the first to attempt to present to English readers the en- 
tire private or" civil " law of the German Empire. He has not confined 
himself to an interpretation of the civil code, but has included also the 
commercial codes and the most important supplementary legislation. 
The success of an author in an undertaking of such magnitude and 
novelty should be measured by what he has accomplished rather than 
by any ideal standard of perfection ; and it should be said at the outset 
that Dr. Schuster has done his work so well that his book is to be re- 
commended to English, American and German lawyers. 
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The immediate and practical purpose of the book is to aid the Eng- 
lish lawyer in dealing with conflicts of law ; and for this reason the 
German rules of international private law are set forth and compared 
with the English in connection with the matters in which choice of law 
has most often to be made. The author's chief purpose, however, is 
less narrowly practical. He desires fo aid in placing the study of the 
English law on a higher plane. To this end a broader " grasp of prin- 
ciples" is necessary. This is attainable only by learning to view the 
law as an organic whole ; and for any clear comprehension of ' ' the 
manner in which the various parts . . . are correlated . . . the com- 
parative method is as indispensable to the lawyer as it is to the biologist ' ' 
(preface, p. iv). Comparison with the German law is especially 
valuable , because as a result of the long-continued and earnest study of 
Roman law on the continent of Europe, " the systematization of the 
law has been brought to its highest perfection in Germany " (ibid. p. v) . 

If any general criticism is to be made on the manner in which the 
author has executed his difficult task, it may be suggested that the dif- 
ferences which he points out between the German and the English rules 
would be more intelligible if the historical basis of the divergent English 
rules were briefly indicated. And the history of the German rules 
might well have been somewhat more fully outlined. For example, in 
his short but interesting sketch of the development of the " compulsory 
right of inheritance," no mention is made of Justinian's Novel 115. 
With this statute in mind, one would hardly say, as he does: "The 
final result of the Roman development, in its practical aspects, was the 
testator's complete freedom as regards the appointment of testamentary 
heirs " (p. 626). 

One of the special difficulties with which Dr. Schuster has had to con- 
tend is the difference of terminology ; and the contribution which he 
has made to the solution of this problem is not the least of the services 
which he has rendered to legal science. Goethe says: "He who 
knows no foreign language does not understand his own ' ' ; and the 
same may be said of the lawyer who is acquainted only with the tech- 
nical terms of his own national law. In helping Anglo-American and 
German lawyers to understand one another, Dr. Schuster has not only 
facilitated the exchange of useful ideas, but has enabled the lawyers of 
each country to gain a better understanding of their own technical 
terms. 

Rudolf Leonhard. 

Columbia University. 



